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DIVORCE  AND  REMMARIAGE
BIBLE TEXT  Genesis 2:18, 21-24;  Malachi 2:14;  Matthew 5:32;  19:3-9;  Mark 10:11, 12; Luke 16:18;  Romans 

7:2, 3;  I Corinthians 7:10-13;  Ephesians 5:22-32
LESSON 271 Senior Course

MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: ““LLeett eevveerryy oonnee ooff yyoouu iinn ppaarrttiiccuullaarr ssoo lloovvee hhiiss wwiiffee eevveenn aass hhiimmsseellff;; aanndd tthhee wwiiffee sseeee
tthhaatt sshhee rreevveerreennccee hheerr hhuussbbaanndd”” ((EEpphheessiiaannss 55::3333))..

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Genesis 2:18 
18 And the LORD God said, It is not 
good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him. 

Genesis 2:21-24 
21 And the LORD God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and 
he slept: and he took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; 
22 And the rib, which the LORD 
God had taken from man, made 
he a woman, and brought her 
unto the man. 
23 And Adam said, This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of 
Man. 
24 Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh. 

Malachi 2:14 
14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because 
the LORD hath been witness 
between thee and the wife of thy 
youth, against whom thou hast 
dealt treacherously: yet is she thy 
companion, and the wife of thy 
covenant. 

Matthew 5:32 
32 But I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery: 
and whosoever shall marry her 
that is divorced committeth 
adultery. 

II GGoodd’’ss IInnssttiittuuttiioonn ooff MMaarrrriiaaggee
11.. GGoodd’’ss ppllaann ooff mmaarrrriiaaggee wwaass ffrroomm tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, GGeenneessiiss 22::1188--

2244;; MMaatttthheeww 1199::44--66;;
Mark 10:6-9 

6 But from the beginning of the creation God made 
them male and female. 
7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; 
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. 
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder. 

22.. TThhee mmaarrrriiaaggee vvooww iiss tteerrmmiinnaatteedd oonnllyy wwhheenn oonnee ooff tthhee ttwwoo
ppaarrttiieess ddiieess,, GGeenneessiiss 22::2244;; MMaallaacchhii 22::1144;; MMaatttthheeww 1199::66--88;; II
CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 77::1100--1133,, RRoommaannss 77::22,, 33..
Mark 10:7-9 

7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; 
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. 
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder. 

1 Corinthians 7:27 
27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. 
Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 

1 Corinthians 7:39 
39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband 
liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to 
be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 

33.. AA CChhrriissttiiaann mmuusstt nnoott mmaarrrryy aann uunnggooddllyy ppeerrssoonn,,
1 Corinthians 7:39 

39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband 
liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to 
be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 6:14 
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? 

Genesis 24:3-4 
3 And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of 
heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not 
take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 
4 But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my 
kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 

Genesis 28:1 
1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and 
charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a 
wife of the daughters of Canaan. 

Deuteronomy 7:2-4 
2 And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them 
before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy 
them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor 
shew mercy unto them: 
3 Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy 
daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his 
daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. 
4 For they will turn away thy son from following me, 
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Matthew 19:3-9 
3 The Pharisees also came unto 
him, tempting him, and saying 
unto him, Is it lawful for a man to 
put away his wife for every cause? 
4 And he answered and said unto 
them, Have ye not read, that he 
which made them at the beginning 
made them male and female, 
5 And said, For this cause shall a 
man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife: and they 
twain shall be one flesh? 
6 Wherefore they are no more 
twain, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 
7 They say unto him, Why did 
Moses then command to give a 
writing of divorcement, and to put 
her away? 
8 He saith unto them, Moses 
because of the hardness of your 
hearts suffered you to put away 
your wives: but from the 
beginning it was not so. 
9 And I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except it 
be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery: and 
whoso marrieth her which is put 
away doth commit adultery. 

Mark 10:11-12 
11 And he saith unto them, 
Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, and marry another, 
committeth adultery against her. 
12 And if a woman shall put away 
her husband, and be married to 
another, she committeth adultery. 

Luke 16:18 
18 Whosoever putteth away his 
wife, and marrieth another, 
committeth adultery: and 
whosoever marrieth her that is put 
away from her husband 
committeth adultery. 

that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the 
LORD be kindled against you, and destroy thee 
suddenly. 

Joshua 23:11-13 
11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye 
love the LORD your God. 
12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, even these that remain 
among you, and shall make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to you: 
13 Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no 
more drive out any of these nations from before you; 
but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and 
scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until 
ye perish from off this good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you. 

Ezra 9:11-12 
11 Which thou hast commanded by thy servants the 
prophets, saying, The land, unto which ye go to 
possess it, is an unclean land with the filthiness of the 
people of the lands, with their abominations, which 
have filled it from one end to another with their 
uncleanness. 
12 Now therefore give not your daughters unto their 
sons, neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor 
seek their peace or their wealth for ever: that ye may 
be strong, and eat the good of the land, and leave it for 
an inheritance to your children for ever. 

Nehemiah 13:23-27 
23 In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives 
of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab: 
24 And their children spake half in the speech of 
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews' language, 
but according to the language of each people. 
25 And I contended with them, and cursed them, and 
smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and 
made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give 
your daughters unto their sons, nor take their 
daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves. 
26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? 
yet among many nations was there no king like him, 
who was beloved of his God, and God made him king 
over all Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish 
women cause to sin. 
27 Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this great 
evil, to transgress against our God in marrying strange 
wives? 

44.. AA ppeerrssoonn wwhhoo hhaass bbeeccoommee aa CChhrriissttiiaann aafftteerr mmaarrrriiaaggee wwiillll nnoott
sseeppaarraattee ffrroomm aann uunnbbeelliieevviinngg ccoommppaanniioonn ssiimmppllyy bbeeccaauussee hhee
iiss aann uunnbbeelliieevveerr,, GGeenneessiiss 22::2244;; MMaatttthheeww 1199::55,, 66;;
Mark 10:6-9 

6 But from the beginning of the creation God made 
them male and female. 
7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; 
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. 
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder. 

1 Corinthians 7:10 
10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: 

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 
12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother 
hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to 
dwell with him, let him not put her away. 
13 And the woman which hath an husband that 
believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let 
her not leave him. 
14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the 
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Romans 7:2-3 
2 For the woman which hath an 
husband is bound by the law to 
her husband so long as he liveth; 
but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her
husband. 
3 So then if, while her husband 
liveth, she be married to another 
man, she shall be called an 
adulteress: but if her husband be 
dead, she is free from that law; so 
that she is no adulteress, though 
she be married to another man. 

1 Corinthians 7:10-13 
10 And unto the married I 
command, yet not I, but the Lord, 
Let not the wife depart from her
husband: 
11 But and if she depart, let her 
remain unmarried, or be 
reconciled to her husband: and let 
not the husband put away his
wife. 
12 But to the rest speak I, not the 
Lord: If any brother hath a wife 
that believeth not, and she be 
pleased to dwell with him, let him 
not put her away. 
13 And the woman which hath an 
husband that believeth not, and if 
he be pleased to dwell with her, 
let her not leave him. 

Ephesians 5:22-32 
22 Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. 
23 For the husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church: and he is the 
saviour of the body. 
24 Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, even 
as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; 
26 That he might sanctify and 

wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 
husband: else were your children unclean; but now are 
they holy. 
15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A 
brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: 
but God hath called us to peace. 
16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, 
whether thou shalt save thy wife? 

55.. GGoodd’’ss rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss ooff bbootthh hhuussbbaanndd aanndd wwiiffee aarree vveerryy
eexxaaccttiinngg,, EEpphheessiiaannss 55::2222--3333;; II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 77::33..

IIII GGoodd’’ss FFoorrbbiiddddaannccee ooff DDiivvoorrccee aanndd RReemmaarrrriiaaggee
11.. GGoodd ppeerrmmiittss tthhee ppuuttttiinngg aawwaayy ooff,, oorr sseeppaarraattiioonn ffrroomm,, aa ccoommppaa--

nniioonn ffoorr oonnee tthhiinngg oonnllyy;; bbuutt HHiiss ppeerrffeecctt aanndd oorriiggiinnaall ppllaann
ggaavvee nnoo ggrroouunnddss aatt aallll ffoorr ddiivvoorrccee,, MMaatttthheeww 55::3322;; 1199::33--99
aanndd MMaarrkk 1100::1111,, 1122 ccff.. DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 2244::11--33;; II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss
77::1100,, 1111,, 2277..

22.. MMaarrrriiaaggee ttoo aannootthheerr,, wwhhiillee tthhee rriigghhttffuull ccoommppaanniioonn lliivveess,, iiss aadduull--
tteerryy,, MMaatttthheeww 55::3311,, 3322;; 1199::99;; MMaarrkk 1100::1111,, 1122;; LLuukkee 1166::1188;;
RRoommaannss 77::33..
Matthew 5:31 

31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
let him give her a writing of divorcement: 

33.. GGoodd wwiillll bbrriinngg sseevveerree jjuuddggeemmeenntt oonn tthhoossee wwhhoo vviioollaattee HHiiss
ccoommmmaannddss iinn tthhiiss rreeggaarrdd,,
Matthew 15:19-20 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies: 
20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat 
with unwashen hands defileth not a man. 

Mark 7:20-23 
20 And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that 
defileth the man. 
21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness: 
23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the 
man. 

Galatians 5:19 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 

Galatians 5:21 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and 
such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also 
told you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

1 Corinthians 5:11-13 
11 But now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to 
eat. 
12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are 
without? do not ye judge them that are within? 
13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put 
away from among yourselves that wicked person. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, 
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
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cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. 
28 So ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself. 
29 For no man ever yet hated his 
own flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church: 
30 For we are members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones. 
31 For this cause shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and shall 
be joined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one flesh.
32 This is a great mystery: but I 
speak concerning Christ and the 
church. 

revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

1 Corinthians 6:18 
18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is 
without the body; but he that committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own body. 

1 Corinthians 10:8 
8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them 
committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand. 

Ephesians 5:3 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, 
let it not be once named among you, as becometh 
saints; 

Ephesians 5:5 
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Malachi 3:5 
5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be 
a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the 
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against 
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, 
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger 
from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Hebrews 13:4 
4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: 
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 

James 4:4 
4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God. 

2 Peter 2:14-17 
14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease 
from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have 
exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone 
astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, 
who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass 
speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the 
prophet. 
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried 
with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is 
reserved for ever. 

Revelation 2:22 
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except 
they repent of their deeds. 

NOTES:
GGoodd’’ss PPllaann,, aanndd MMaann’’ss AAttttiittuuddee TToowwaarrdd IItt

MMaarrrriiaaggee iiss bbiinnddiinngg ffoorr lliiffee.. TThhee BBiibbllee tteeaacchheess uuss tthhaatt tthhee oonnllyy
ttiimmee aa mmaarrrriiaaggee vvooww iiss eevveerr bbrrookkeenn iiss bbyy tthhee ddeeaatthh ooff oonnee ooff tthhee
ttwwoo ppaarrttiieess wwhhoo hhaavvee ttaakkeenn tthhee vvooww.. IItt cclleeaarrllyy ssttaatteess:: ““WWhhaatt
tthheerreeffoorree GGoodd hhaatthh jjooiinneedd ttooggeetthheerr,, lleett nnoott mmaann ppuutt aassuunnddeerr””
((MMaarrkk 1100::99;; Malachi 2:14 14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the 
LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, 
against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy 
companion, and the wife of thy covenant)).. ((1 Corinthians 7:39 
39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but 
if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom 
she will; only in the Lord)).. TThhiiss wwaass GGoodd’’ss ppllaann aass rreevveeaalleedd iinn tthhee
bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, wwhheenn GGoodd ggaavvee mmaann aa hheellppmmeeeett;; aanndd wwee ccaann sseeee ffrroomm
tthhee tteeaacchhiinnggss ooff CChhrriisstt tthhaatt iitt iiss GGoodd’’ss ppllaann ffoorr uuss ttooddaayy.. IInn ffaacctt,,
tthhiiss wwaass GGoodd’’ss ppllaann ffoorr aallll ttiimmee..
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AAss aa rruullee,, mmaann hhaass hheelldd ccoonntteemmpptt ffoorr tthhee ddiivviinnee llaawwss aanndd ppllaannss
iinn oonnee wwaayy oorr aannootthheerr.. BBeeccaauussee ooff tthhaatt ccoonntteemmpptt,, ccoonnddiittiioonnss
bbeeccaammee ssoo bbaadd aatt oonnee ttiimmee iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd’’ss hhiissttoorryy tthhaatt GGoodd
ddeessttrrooyyeedd tthhee ggrreeaatt bbuullkk ooff hhuummaanniittyy.. AAfftteerr tthhee ffllooooddwwaatteerrss hhaadd
ssuubbssiiddeedd HHee mmaaddee aa ccoovveennaanntt wwiitthh tthhoossee wwhhoomm HHee hhaadd ssppaarreedd,,
ssttaattiinngg tthhaatt HHee wwoouulldd nneevveerr aaggaaiinn ddeessttrrooyy tthhee wwoorrlldd iinn tthhaatt
mmaannnneerr.. HHee pprroommiisseedd ggrreeaatt bbeenneeffiittss aanndd bblleessssiinnggss ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo
wwoouulldd kkeeeepp HHiiss ccoovveennaannttss aanndd ccllaaiimm HHiiss pprroommiisseess.. BBuutt mmaann ssoooonn
bbeeggaann ttoo ddiissrreeggaarrdd tthhee CCoovveennaanntt tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd mmaaddee wwiitthh hhiimm,,
aanndd tthheerree hhaass bbeeeenn aa sstteeaaddyy ddeecclliinnee iinn mmoorraallss aanndd aann iinnccrreeaassee iinn
llaawwlleessssnneessss eevveerr ssiinnccee..

GGoodd hhaass ccaarrrriieedd oouutt HHiiss ppllaann --–– HHiiss ppaarrtt ooff tthhee CCoovveennaanntt --–– iinn
ssppiittee ooff tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt mmaann hhaass rreeppeeaatteeddllyy bbrrookkeenn iitt aanndd tthhee ootthheerr
ccoovveennaannttss HHee mmaaddee wwiitthh tthhee vvaarriioouuss ppeeoopplleess ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd.. GGoodd
ddeeaalltt iinn ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss aanndd mmeerrccyy wwiitthh tthhee CChhoosseenn NNaattiioonn,, bbuutt tthheeyy
rreebbeelllleedd aaggaaiinn aanndd aaggaaiinn aanndd ffiinnaallllyy ccoommmmiitttteedd tthhee ccaappiittaall aacctt ooff
rreejjeeccttiioonn bbyy rreeffuussiinngg tthheeiirr oonnllyy hhooppee ooff ssaallvvaattiioonn aanndd ccrruucciiffyyiinngg
tthhee SSoonn ooff GGoodd..

TThhee GGeennttiilleess,, ttoooo,, hhaavvee hhaadd tthheeiirr ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo aacccceepptt oorr
rreejjeecctt tthhee KKiinngg ooff LLoovvee;; bbuutt tthheeyy,, ttoooo,, ttoo aa ggrreeaatt eexxtteenntt,, hhaavvee
rreejjeecctteedd HHiimm wwhhoo ppaaiidd tthhee pprriiccee tthhaatt mmaaddee tthheeiirr ssaallvvaattiioonn
ppoossssiibbllee.. JJeessuuss ttoolldd HHiiss ddiisscciipplleess tthhaatt tthheessee ssiinnffuull ccoonnddiittiioonnss
wwoouulldd eexxiisstt,, aanndd hhee pprroopphheessiieedd tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd bbee eessppeecciiaallllyy
pprreesseenntt iinn tthhee ddaayyss iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy pprreecceeddiinngg HHiiss rreettuurrnn ttoo eeaarrtthh.. HHee
ssaaiidd:: ““AAss iitt wwaass iinn tthhee ddaayyss ooff NNooee [[NNooaahh]],, ssoo sshhaallll iitt bbee aallssoo iinn
tthhee ddaayyss ooff tthhee SSoonn ooff mmaann.. TThheeyy ddiidd eeaatt,, tthheeyy ddrraannkk,, tthheeyy
mmaarrrriieedd wwiivveess,, tthheeyy wweerree ggiivveenn iinn mmaarrrriiaaggee,, uunnttiill tthhee ddaayy tthhaatt
NNooee [[NNooaahh]] eenntteerreedd iinnttoo tthhee aarrkk,, aanndd tthhee fflloooodd ccaammee,, aanndd
ddeessttrrooyyeedd tthheemm aallll.. LLiikkeewwiissee aallssoo aass iitt wwaass iinn tthhee ddaayyss ooff LLoott;;
tthheeyy ddiidd eeaatt,, tthheeyy ddrraannkk,, tthheeyy bboouugghhtt,, tthheeyy ssoolldd,, tthheeyy ppllaanntteedd,,
tthheeyy bbuuiillddeedd;; bbuutt tthhee ssaammee ddaayy tthhaatt LLoott wweenntt oouutt ooff SSooddoomm iitt
rraaiinneedd ffiirree aanndd bbrriimmssttoonnee ffrroomm hheeaavveenn,, aanndd ddeessttrrooyyeedd tthheemm aallll..
EEvveenn tthhuuss sshhaallll iitt bbee iinn tthhee ddaayy wwhheenn tthhee SSoonn ooff mmaann iiss rreevveeaalleedd””
((LLuukkee 1177::2266--3300))..

TTooddaayy wwee ccaann sseeee tthhee ffuullffiillmmeenntt ooff tthheessee pprroopphheettiicc wwoorrddss..
TThheerree hhaass bbeeeenn aann aappppaalllliinngg ddeecclliinnee iinn tthhee mmoorraallss ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff
tthhee wwoorrlldd,, iinn tthhee ppaasstt yyeeaarrss eessppeecciiaallllyy,, aanndd wwee ccaann sseeee tthhaatt tthhiiss iiss
ttrruullyy aa ssiiggnn ooff tthhee ssoooonn rreettuurrnn ooff tthhee SSoonn ooff GGoodd..

TTiimmeess mmaayy cchhaannggee aanndd mmaann’’ss ccuussttoommss mmaayy bbee aalltteerreedd wwiitthh tthhee
ppaassssiinngg ooff ttiimmee.. MMaann mmaayy ddiissrreeggaarrdd aanndd ccaasstt aassiiddee tthhaatt wwhhiicchh iiss
kknnoowwnn aanndd pprroovveedd ttoo bbee GGoodd’’ss wwaayy --–– tthhee rriigghhtt wwaayy aanndd tthhee bbeesstt
wwaayy --–– ffoorr tthhaatt wwhhiicchh iiss sseennssuuaall aanndd ggrraattiiffyyiinngg ttoo hhiiss fflleesshhyy lluussttss..
BBuutt GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd,, HHiiss ppllaann,, aanndd HHiiss LLaaww rreemmaaiinn tthhee ssaammee aallwwaayyss..
GGoodd ssaaiidd iinn tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg tthhaatt aa mmaann wwoouulldd lleeaavvee hhiiss ffaatthheerr aanndd
mmootthheerr aanndd wwoouulldd cclleeaavvee uunnttoo hhiiss wwiiffee ((nnoott wwiivveess)) aanndd tthhaatt tthheeyy
wwoouulldd bbee oonnee fflleesshh.. TThheerree hhaass bbeeeenn nnoo aalltteerriinngg ooff tthhiiss ddiivviinnee
ssttaatteemmeenntt.. IItt ssttaannddss ttooddaayy..

AAbbuusseess ooff GGoodd’’ss PPllaann aanndd GGoodd’’ss JJuuddggeemmeennttss
JJoohhnn tthhee BBaappttiisstt ssppookkee oouutt aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee ssiinn ooff aadduulltteerryy,, iinn tthhee

ccaassee ooff aa rruulleerr wwhhoo hhaadd ttaakkeenn ffoorr hhiimmsseellff tthhee wwiiffee ooff aannootthheerr mmaann
((Matthew 14:3-4 3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound 
him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's 
wife. 4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have 
her)).. TThhiiss ssiinn ooff aadduulltteerryy wwaass aallssoo ttaauugghhtt aaggaaiinnsstt,, aanndd GGoodd’’ss wwiillll
cclleeaarrllyy sshhoowwnn,, iinn tthhee eexxaammpplleess iinn wwhhiicchh GGoodd lliikkeenneedd uunnffaaiitthhffuull
IIssrraaeell ttoo aann uunnffaaiitthhffuull mmaarriittaall ccoommppaanniioonn wwhhoo hhaadd ggoonnee oouutt ttoo
mmaarrrryy iinnttoo aadduulltteerryy oorr ttoo ccoommmmiitt tthhee ssiinnffuull aacctt ((Malachi 2:11-15 
11 Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned 
the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath married the 
daughter of a strange god. 12 The LORD will cut off the man that 
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doeth this, the master and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of 
Jacob, and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts. 
13 And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD 
with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he 
regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will 
at your hand. 14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath 
been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against 
whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, 
and the wife of thy covenant. 15 And did not he make one? Yet had 
he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might 
seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none 
deal treacherously against the wife of his youth)).. WWhheenn DDaavviidd
ssiinnnneedd aafftteerr tthhiiss mmaannnneerr hhee ccaauusseedd tthhee nnaammee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd ttoo bbee
bbllaasspphheemmeedd aammoonngg tthhee hheeaatthheenn,, aanndd bbrroouugghhtt GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggeemmeenntt
uuppoonn hhiimmsseellff bbeeccaauussee ooff hhiiss ssiinn ((2 Samuel 12:13-14 13 And David 
said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan 
said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt 
not die. 14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also 
that is born unto thee shall surely die))..

JJeessuuss ttaallkkeedd wwiitthh aa wwoommaann ooff SSaammaarriiaa aanndd ddrreeww ffrroomm hheerr tthhee
aaddmmiissssiioonn tthhaatt hheerr ffiifftthh ccoommppaanniioonn wwaass nnoott hheerr hhuussbbaanndd ((John 
4:16-18 16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come 
hither. 17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. 
Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 18 

For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is 
not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly)).. AAnndd tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt,,
tthhrroouugghh tthhee AAppoossttllee PPaauull,, hhaass ttaauugghhtt uuss tthhaatt tthhoossee wwhhoo ccoommmmiitt
tthhiiss tteerrrriibbllee ssiinn ooff aadduulltteerryy wwiillll hhaavvee nnoo ppaarrtt iinn tthhee KKiinnggddoomm ooff
HHeeaavveenn uunnlleessss tthheeyy rreeppeenntt aanndd cceeaassee ffrroomm tthheeiirr ssiinnffuull wwaayyss ((1 
Corinthians 6:9 9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind, Galatians 5:19-21 19 Now the works of 
the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 2 
Peter 2:14-17 14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 
cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have 
exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 15 Which have 
forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with 
man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells 
without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom 
the mist of darkness is reserved for ever))..

TThheerree iiss mmuucchh iinn SSccrriippttuurree tthhaatt ccoonnddeemmnnss tthhee pprreevvaalleenntt aabbuussee
ooff tthhee iinnssttiittuuttiioonn tthhaatt GGoodd mmaaddee ffoorr tthhee bbeenneeffiitt ooff aallll mmaannkkiinndd..
MMaannyy wwiillll ddiissttoorrtt aanndd iiggnnoorree tthhee ppllaaiinn tteeaacchhiinnggss ooff tthhee BBiibbllee tthhaatt
tthheeyy mmiigghhtt ccoovveerr uupp,, eexxccuussee,, oorr aallllooww tthheeiirr ssiinn.. BBuutt tthhee WWoorrdd ooff
GGoodd ssttiillll rreemmaaiinnss,, aanndd tthhee jjuuddggmmeennttss ooff GGoodd wwiillll ffaallll uuppoonn aallll wwhhoo
ccoommmmiitt tthhiiss ssiinn,, eevveenn tthhoouugghh tthhee ssttaattee ooff aadduulltteerryy mmaayy bbee
lleeggaalliisseedd oorr ssaannccttiioonneedd bbyy tthhee llaawwss oorr ccuussttoommss ooff tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy..

TThhee TTrruuee MMaarrrriiaaggee
GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd iiss ppllaaiinn rreeggaarrddiinngg mmaarrrriiaaggee.. GGoodd hhaass ttoolldd uuss tthhaatt iitt

iiss nnoott aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo HHiiss ppllaann ffoorr HHiiss ppeeooppllee ttoo uunneeqquuaallllyy yyookkee
tthheemmsseellvveess ttooggeetthheerr wwiitthh uunnbbeelliieevveerrss ((2 Corinthians 6:14 14 Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? 1 Corinthians 7:10-16 10 

And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not 
the wife depart from her husband: 11 But and if she depart, let her 
remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not 



Divorce and Remarriage 7 of  8

the husband put away his wife. 12 But to the rest speak I, not the 
Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be 
pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the 
woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be 
pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 For the 
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; 
but now are they holy. 15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him 
depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: 
but God hath called us to peace. 16 For what knowest thou, O wife, 
whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O 
man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?)) HHee hhaass ssaaiidd tthhaatt mmaarrrriiaaggee
iiss hhoonnoouurraabbllee ((Hebrews 13:4 4 Marriage is honourable in all, and 
the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge.)) bbuutt hhaass aallssoo ggiivveenn ssoolleemmnn iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss rreeggaarrddiinngg tthhee
oobblliiggaattiioonnss tthhaatt tthhee wwiiffee oowweess ttoo hheerr hhuussbbaanndd aanndd tthhaatt tthhee
hhuussbbaanndd oowweess ttoo hhiiss wwiiffee ((Ephesians 5:22-33 22 Wives, submit 
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no 
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31 For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let every one of 
you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see
that she reverence her husband. Romans 7:1-3 1 Know ye not, 
brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the 
law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 2 For the 
woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her
husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her
husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be 
called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from 
that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to 
another man. 1 Corinthians 7:2-6 2 Nevertheless, to avoid
fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman 
have her own husband. 3 Let the husband render unto the wife 
due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. 4 

The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and 
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the 
wife. 5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a 
time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come 
together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. 6 

But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment. 1 
Corinthians 7:10-16 10 And unto the married I command, yet not 
I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: 11 But 
and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to 
her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 12 But to 
the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that 
believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not 
put her away. 13 And the woman which hath an husband that 
believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not 
leave him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were 
your children unclean; but now are they holy. 15 But if the 
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not 
under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 16 

For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy
husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save 
thy wife? 1 Corinthians 7:27-33 27 Art thou bound unto a wife? 
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QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. SSttaattee GGoodd’’ss oorriiggiinnaall ppllaann rreeggaarrddiinngg

mmaarrrriiaaggee aanndd hhooww bbiinnddiinngg iittss
rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss aarree..

22.. NNaammee ssoommee ooff GGoodd’’ss wwaarrrriioorrss iinn
tthhee BBiibbllee wwhhoo ttaauugghhtt aaggaaiinnsstt
tthhee ssiinn ooff aadduulltteerryy;; aanndd tteellll,, iinn
yyoouurr oowwnn wwoorrddss,, wwhhaatt tthheeyy
ssaaiidd aabboouutt iitt..

33.. WWhheenn,, aanndd wwhheenn oonnllyy,, iiss tthhee
mmaarrrriiaaggee vvooww tteerrmmiinnaatteedd??

44.. IIss iitt nneecceessssaarryy tthhaatt oonnee bbee
mmaarrrriieedd iinn aa cchhuurrcchh oorr bbeeffoorree aa
mmiinniisstteerr iinn oorrddeerr ffoorr tthhaatt
mmaarrrriiaaggee ttoo bbee rreeccooggnniisseedd bbyy
GGoodd aass aa ttrruuee mmaarrrriiaaggee?? SSttaattee
tthhee rreeaassoonnss ffoorr yyoouurr aannsswweerr..

55.. WWhhaatt ddooeess GGoodd rreeqquuiirree ooff tthhee wwiiffee
iinn hheerr aattttiittuuddee aanndd dduuttyy ttoowwaarrdd
hheerr hhuussbbaanndd??

66.. WWhhaatt ddooeess GGoodd rreeqquuiirree ooff tthhee
hhuussbbaanndd iinn hhiiss aattttiittuuddee aanndd
dduuttyy ttoowwaarrdd hhiiss wwiiffee??

77.. WWhheenn iiss aa mmaarrrriiaaggee wwrroonngg iinn tthhee
ssiigghhtt ooff GGoodd??

88.. IInn llooookkiinngg ffoorrwwaarrdd ttoo mmaarrrriiaaggee,,
wwhhaatt hhaass GGoodd ssaaiidd mmuusstt bbee
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd?? QQuuoottee tthhee vveerrssee
iinn IIII CCoorriinntthhiiaannss tthhaatt iiss oouurr
aauutthhoorriittyy ffoorr tthhee ccoorrrreecctt
aannsswweerr ttoo tthhiiss qquueessttiioonn..

99.. WWaass ddiivvoorrccee aalllloowweedd iinn GGoodd’’ss
oorriiggiinnaall ppllaann??

1100.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee aannsswweerr tthhee wwoommaann
ooff SSaammaarriiaa ggaavvee ttoo JJeessuuss wwhheenn
HHee aasskkeedd hheerr ttoo ggoo ccaallll hheerr
hhuussbbaanndd?? WWhhyy ddiidd JJeessuuss ssaayy
sshhee hhaadd aannsswweerreedd ccoorrrreeccttllyy??

seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 
28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin 
marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble 
in the flesh: but I spare you. 29 But this I say, brethren, the time is
short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though 
they had none; 30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; 
and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that 
buy, as though they possessed not; 31 And they that use this 
world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth 
away. 32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is 
unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he 
may please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the 
things that are of the world, how he may please his wife))..

AAss wwee hhaavvee ssttaatteedd aallrreeaaddyy,, nnoo ddiivvoorrccee pprroocceeeeddiinnggss aarree aalllloowweedd
iinn GGoodd’’ss ppllaann,, aanndd sseeppaarraattiioonn iiss ccoouunntteennaanncceedd bbyy HHiimm ffoorr oonnllyy
cceerrttaaiinn lliimmiitteedd rreeaassoonnss.. DDeeaatthh iiss tthhee oonnllyy tthhiinngg tthhaatt ccaann ffuullllyy
sseeppaarraattee tthhoossee wwhhoomm GGoodd hhaass jjooiinneedd ttooggeetthheerr.. AA ffuullll aanndd
ccoommpplleettee ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn ooff tthhiiss ddiivviinnee pprriinncciippllee ttaakkeess ccaarree ooff aallll
ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess aanndd aannsswweerrss aallll pprroobblleemmss.. GGoodd hhoonnoouurrss aallll mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
TThheeyy ddoo nnoott nneecceessssaarriillyy hhaavvee ttoo bbee ppeerrffoorrmmeedd bbyy aa mmiinniisstteerr oorr iinn
aa ssaannccttuuaarryy,, ssoo lloonngg aass tthheeyy aarree iinn aaccccoorrdd wwiitthh GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd aanndd iinn
kkeeeeppiinngg wwiitthh tthhee eessttaabblliisshheedd ccuussttoommss aanndd cciivviill llaawwss oorr rreegguullaattiioonnss
ooff tthhee ppaarrttiiccuullaarr llooccaalliittyy wwhheerree tthheeyy aarree ssoolleemmnniisseedd..

TThhiiss bbeeiinngg tthhee ccaassee,, tthhee oonnllyy mmaarrrriiaaggeess tthhaatt aarree nnoott rreeggaarrddeedd
bbyy GGoodd aass bbeeiinngg ttrruuee mmaarrrriiaaggeess aarree tthhoossee tthhaatt aarree mmaaddee bbeettwweeeenn
ppeerrssoonnss wwhhoo,, oonnee oorr bbootthh ooff wwhhoomm,, hhaavvee bbeeeenn mmaarrrriieedd ttoo aannootthheerr
ppeerrssoonn wwhhoo iiss ssttiillll lliivviinngg.. TThheerreeffoorree,, wwhheenn aa rriigghhtt ccoommppaanniioonn ooff aa
ppeerrssoonn sseeeekkiinngg mmaarrrriiaaggee iiss ssttiillll lliivviinngg,, tthhee oorriiggiinnaall mmaarrrriiaaggee vvoowwss
aarree ssttiillll iinn ffoorrccee aanndd tthhee ssuubbsseeqquueenntt mmaarrrriiaaggee iiss oouutt ooff oorrddeerr aanndd
iinn ddiirreecctt vviioollaattiioonn ttoo tthhee ccoommmmaannddss ooff GGoodd.. SSuucchh aa ssuubbsseeqquueenntt
mmaarrrriiaaggee iiss tthhee ssttaattee ooff aadduulltteerryy.. TThhee oorriiggiinnaall mmaarrrriiaaggee bboonndd,,
wwhhiicchh ccaann bbee ddiissssoollvveedd oonnllyy bbyy ddeeaatthh,, iiss uunnbbrrookkeenn;; aanndd tthhee
ssuubbsseeqquueenntt mmaarrrriiaaggee iiss iinn ccoommpplleettee ddiissrreeggaarrdd ooff tthhaatt bboonndd..

TThhee pprroobblleemmss tthhaatt ccoonnffrroonntt tthhee mmiinniisstteerr ooff tthhee GGoossppeell wwhhoo iiss
cchhaarrggeedd wwiitthh tthhee rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ooff iinnssttrruuccttiinngg tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaavvee bbeeeenn
eennssnnaarreedd bbyy tthhee eenneemmyy ooff mmeenn’’ss ssoouullss iinn tthhiiss pprreevvaaiilliinngg ssiinn aarree
mmaannyy.. AA ffaaiitthhffuull mmaann ooff GGoodd wwiillll pprraayy mmuucchh aanndd eexxaammiinnee eevveerryy
ddeettaaiill ooff tthhee mmaarrrriiaaggee rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp tthhaatt hhee iiss ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg,, ttoo sseeee
hhooww iitt ccooiinncciiddeess wwiitthh tthhee ddiivviinnee ppllaann.. TThhee oorriiggiinnaall ccoommmmaannddss ooff
GGoodd aanndd tthhee ssttaatteemmeenntt ooff tthhee ddiivviinnee ppllaann,, wwhhiicchh wwaass mmaaddee iinn tthhee
bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, aarree uussuuaallllyy ssuuffffiicciieenntt ttoo ddeetteerrmmiinnee tthhee ttrruuee ssttaattuuss ooff
aannyy rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp.. TThhiiss rreevveellaattiioonn ooff GGoodd’’ss wwiillll,, iiss tthhee gguuiiddee aanndd
mmeeaassuurriinngg rruullee tthhaatt wwee,, aass iinnddiivviidduuaallss,, mmuusstt aappppllyy ttoo oouurr oowwnn
eexxppeerriieennccee aanndd rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt oouurr lliivveess mmaayy bbee rriigghhtt
iinn tthhee ssiigghhtt ooff GGoodd aanndd oouurr ccoonndduucctt aabboovvee rreepprrooaacchh bbeeffoorree mmeenn..
TThheerreeffoorree,, ““TToo tthhee llaaww aanndd ttoo tthhee tteessttiimmoonnyy:: iiff tthheeyy ssppeeaakk nnoott
aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhiiss wwoorrdd,, iitt iiss bbeeccaauussee tthheerree iiss nnoo lliigghhtt iinn tthheemm””
((IIssaaiiaahh 88::2200))..


